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JANETTE (“Jan”) KEISER, PE, JD 
 
Janette is a civil engineer and lawyer who practices construction law, focusing on large, 
complex public works contracts.  She drafts, interprets, and helps clients administer 
construction contracts as well as helps clients understand and manage appropriate risk 
allocation.  Janette uses her engineering background to understand her client’s contract issues 
and her legal background to develop sensible solutions to those issues. 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
J. Keiser & Associates, Poulsbo, WA       Jan 2007 – present           Owner  
 
Janette’s practice includes public works owners such as WSDOT, Sound Transit and the Port 
of Seattle as well as contractors who perform work for those agencies. She is particularly 
interested in alternative contract methods such as design-build and alliancing and has 
researched and lectured on best practices related to these contract mechanisms.  Through her 
practice she has had a commitment to the growth and health of small WMBE firms and has 
frequently represented some of these firms in legal matters and worked hard to provide 
opportunities for joint ventures and subcontracting with larger firms and primes, in addition 
to introducing local and regional primes to these small WMBE firms. 
 
Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle– CDCC   2007 - 2010        Subject Matter Expert 
 
Janette served as a consultant to the Contractor’s Development and Competitive Center and 
as a Subject Matter Expert.  She provided legal, project management and small business 
development services to small WMBE firms who participated in the CDCC’s programs and 
needed her assistance.  She also worked as a CDCC consultant to area public agencies such 
as the City of Seattle, Washington Department of Transportation, and the Port of Seattle, who 
contracted with the CDCC for diversity support services. 
  
Oles Morrison Rinker & Baker LLP, Seattle, WA  2005-2007                   Associate 
 
Janette participated in all phases of the firm’s practice of construction contract development 
and construction claims litigation, as well as issues relating to MWDBE certification. 
 
Seattle Monorail Project, Seattle, WA - Associate General Counsel & Diversity Manger     
 
Janette served as one of the agency’s two construction attorneys, managing contracts and 
procurements, assisting with risk assessment and mitigation as well as participating in utility 
and project labor agreement negotiations.  After recognizing the agency didn’t have a 
diversity program, she created one, the goal of which was to increase participation by 
minority and women-owned businesses in the Project.  After educating the Monorail’s 
executive management and governing body of the importance of such a program for a public 
works mega-project, the Board adopted the program as the foundation of the Monorail’s 
formal Diversity Program.  While at the Seattle Monorail Project, Janette was instrumental in 
increasing the capacity of a local non-governmental organization, the Contractors 
Development & Competitiveness Center (“CDCC”), a wholly owned subsidiary of the Seattle 
Urban League, by teaching them how to operate on the basis of fee-driven services rather 
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than grants. This enhanced their ability to generate revenues and upgrade their services to the 
contractor community. 
 
 
Sound Transit, Seattle, WA  1998 - 2003  Staff Construction Attorney 
 
Janette served as counsel for the Diversity Program Office, assisting them with the 
development of legal and contractual tools needed to support their mission.  This was in the 
context of a federally-mandated DBE program, regulated through the USDOT, an aggressive 
in-house diversity program and the emerging anti-affirmative action legislation, known as I-
200.  She also served as construction counsel, advising on issues relating to procurement, risk 
assessment, contract administration, claims analysis and disputes resolution.  She developed 
the first negotiated procurements at Sound Transit, including design-build, and coached staff 
in their implementation.  Further, Janette developed Sound Transit’s first consultant and 
construction contracts and helped implement Sound Transit’s first owner controlled insurance 
program. 
 
Skagit County Public Works Dept. Mt. Vernon, WA 1995-97  Director/County Engineer   
  
Janette oversaw the design, construction and maintenance of County roads and drainage 
systems, including managing 125 technical and lay staff as well as the department’s operating 
and capital improvement budgets.  She was also responsible for construction and consultant 
contract development, negotiations and claims resolution. 
 
METRO Technical Services Division, Seattle, WA 1991 - 1994      Staff Attorney   
 
Janette served as Metro’s construction counsel, working with project teams to develop 
contract documents, strategize project implementation, and prevent or resolve construction 
contract disputes and claims 
 
Bryan, Schriffin & McMonagle, Seattle, WA 1989 – 1991                          Associate 
 
Janette participated in all phases of the firm’s practice in construction claims litigation 
    
City of Homer, Alaska        1982 - 1985        City Engineer   
 
Janette served as the City’s first City Engineer creating and implementing the first City 
development regulations for City facilities and managing the City’s capital improvement 
program, including contract development and claims resolution; 
 
City of Valdez, Alaska   1979 - 1982        Assistant City Engineer 
 
Janette managed the design and construction of City projects, including contract development 
and claims resolution, initiated the first design/build project in the City, and served as the 
City’s Building Official.  
 
U.S. Public Health Service, Anchorage, Alaska 1976 - 1979        Project Engineer 
 
Janette assisted with the design and construct water/sewer facilities in Alaskan villages. 
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EDUCATION 
 
JD Degree,  University of Washington; Seattle, WA    1988 
MS Engineering Science Management, University of Alaska; Anchorage, AK   1981 
BS Construction Engineering, University of Alaska; Fairbanks, AK    1976 
 
PROFESSIONAL LICENSES 
 
Professional Engineer, Washington State since     1980 
Attorney-at-Law, Washington Bar Association since     1988 
Certified WBE -Washington 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
15715 Virginia Point Rd 
Poulsbo, WA  98370 
206-714-8955 
jan@keisergroup.com 


